
DIGITAL COMIC BOOK ASSIGNMENT 
For this assignment, you will take at 
least 6 photos that tell a simple story 
(like a comic strip) and digitally 
manipulate and arrange the images to 
make it look like a comic book. 

Before taking your photos, you will plan 
out your story and composition using a 
comic book template.

After taking your series of photos, you 
will edit each one to create a comic 
book effect. Then, you will arrange your 
photos in a way to tell a story. 

Your comic book page should be 8.5” x 11”

Follow the steps on the next page to create 
a comic book effect for each of your photos. 
 
 



Creating a Comic Book Effect in Photoshop Elements 
1) Open your photo in Photoshop. 

2) Go to LAYER > NEW ADJUSTMENT LAYER > LEVELS

With this image we are going to set the INPUT LEVELS to (approximately) 
60 / 1.00 / 220.  But this is only for this example. Choose the best settings for 
each photo.

In this step we are going to give the photo an illustrated look with some 
graininess to give the illusion of an old and bad quality paper. 

3) Go to FILTERS > ARTISTIC > FILM GRAIN.

In this case we are going to use: GRAIN: 4, HIGHLIGHT AREA: 0, 
INTENSITY: 10. Try different settings for different photos. 



 

4) Duplicate the layer. 

5) Go to FILTER > PIXELATE > COLOR HALFTONE.  

Set MAX RADIUS: 4 and leave the rest with the default values. Press OK. 

6) Go to the LAYERS PALETTE and choose DARKEN. 

 
Now you can add some unique elements that are very popular on comic books 
and strips.

NOTE: you can do these steps now, however it would be best to complete 
them on your full comic book page layout.

7) First, add border by creating a square shape around your photo. 
The colour is up to you, but white or black are the most popular choices.

8) Draw a small rectangle at the top left of the frame of the image. 

9) Give it a STROKE of 3 pixels (go to LAYER > LAYER STYLE > STYLE 
SETTINGS)

10) Right click on the shape and choose Simplify Layer.



11) Now hold Command and click on the layer (The layer should be outlined with 
marching ants) 

12) Add an orange to yellow gradient to the shape (within the selection). 
 
13) Draw a white rectangle, a bit larger this time, on the lower left corner of the 
frame.

Add a stroke of 3 pixels. The final result should be like the one below:

Lastly, add your text! Use comic book-like fonts… if you find one online you like, I 
can show you how to download it!


