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Covers? We’ve got it covered! It’s the very first thing your 
readers will see, so naturally, it’s a very important aspect of 

your yearbook.

Have a good read!

We can’t help it: we all judge books by their 
covers. The well-known idiom is a wise piece of 
advice when it comes to judging people, but 
when it comes to books - it’s the cover that 
says it all. Despite what people tell you, first 
impressions are everything! The cover is the 
first thing people see – so it has to be appealing 
and engaging. Think about the time you were 
scanning a library shelf, browsing a book store or 
admiring a book on your friends’ coffee table. 

It’s just natural to go for the one that visually 
appeals to us. Since taste varies from person to 
person, you’ll find different designs interesting. 
What makes a cover eye-catching or visually 
pleasing? What style should you go with? What 
are the do’s and don’ts? What should you include 
on your cover... or not? There are infinite ways to 
craft a cover and we’re here to give you the tools 
and guidance to make it happen.

INTRODUCTION

Your cover 
represents you.

All about
yearbook covers
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A Good Cover
IS CRUCIAL TO ANY TYPE 
OF PUBLICATION
Your yearbook cover is like a movie trailer. 
If it’s good, people will buy a ticket to see 
the rest of it. If it’s not, they’ll just pass on 
it. What makes a great cover? This is what 
you’ll find out in this first chapter.
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ALL ABOUT COVERS

After almost a decade in the 
yearbook industry, we’ve 
seen a little bit of everything 
in terms of yearbook covers. 
Here are the most popular 
ingredients you should use to 
make up your yearbook cover.

TITLE
OPTIONAL
Sometimes there’s 
also the name of 
the publication, like 
“The Chronicles” 
or simply titled 
“Yearbook” with the 
year.

QUOTE OR 
SLOGAN
OPTIONAL
Inspire them 
with a quote 
or use your 
school slogan. 
Alternatively, 
create your own!

SCHOOL NAME

This one is obvious 
enough: often it’s 
shown to indicate 
who the yearbook is 
about.

SCHOOL LOGO
OPTIONAL
Your logo is part of 
your visual identity 
and school brand. 
Don’t hesitate to use 
it!

DESIGN 
ELEMENTS
OPTIONAL
These are 
embellishments 
like shapes, lines, 
borders or stickers 
to decorate your 
page.

PHOTOGRAPHS
OPTIONAL
Using photographs 
is an easy way to add 
visual interest to your 
cover.

BACKGROUND

It can be a plain 
colour, a pattern, an 
image or a texture 
- whatever you 
choose, make sure it 
helps set the visual 
mood.

THE ANATOMY
OF A COVER

WHAT YOU SEE:

MORE 
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MORE 

THE ANATOMY OF A COVER
WHAT YOU SEE:

CONTINUED 

BACK COVER
IDEAS

 School name, logo 
or motto

 School contact 
information, such 
as phone number, 
mailing address and 
website.

 Perhaps add an 
inspiring quote that 
represents your 
school spirit. 

SPINE

 Usually it’s the 
school name, year, 
and the word 
‘yearbook’

 Pay attention to 
the direction of the 
text on the spine - 
usually the standard 
varies from region to 
region. 

FRONT COVER 
IDEAS

 School name, logo, or 
motto

 The year

 Title or slogan

 Organise a photo or 
illustration contest at your 
school and use the winning 
art as the cover masterpiece!

 Use a special photo or hire 
a professional photographer 
for a unique shot. 

 Use graphic elements 
to create a unique 
composition.

 Use a photo collage to 
show a snapshot of the 
year’s events.

FRONT COVERBACK COVER SPINE

ALL ABOUT COVERS
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INSIDE BACK COVERINSIDE FRONT COVER

THE ANATOMY OF A COVER
WHAT YOU SEE:

CONTINUED 

MORE 

INSIDE COVER IDEAS
 A full page image

 A texture or plain colour background

 Autographs / Signature Page

 Ads from sponsors

 Special thanks or messages 

from the yearbook team

The inside covers are a great place to continue the 
mood of the cover, and can be decorative, just like 
a garnish on a fancy dish. It’s a space for only a light 
amount of information - let the visual (or the visual 
space) speak for itself. It’s also a great place for 
your sponsors to advertise. In magazines, the inside 
cover is a very expensive page to obtain.

ALL ABOUT COVERS
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ALL ABOUT COVERS

COVER
BINDING

WHAT YOU TOUCH:

SOFT COVER

A soft cover book is ‘Perfect Bound’ using glue 
and is closer to your standard magazine or book.

SADDLE STITCH

‘Saddle Stitch’ 
books use staples 
to bind the book 
together. Often 
when publications 
have a lesser 
amount of pages, 
this is an easy and 
simple option to 
bind books.

HARD COVER

A hard cover book is often ‘Case Bound’, 
and is quite solid  and sturdy compared to 
a soft cover. Often it gives off a feeling of 
timelessess or prestige, like an old novel.
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GOLD FOIL
EMBOSSING

LEATHERETTE

SPOT UV VARNISHCOVER
EFFECTS

WHAT YOU TOUCH:

SPECIAL EFFECTS

These special effects combined with your 
choice of cover make a great impact: 
leatherette finish, gold or silver foil, spot 
UV varnish, or metallic inks.

ALL ABOUT COVERS
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THE COVER
SURFACE

WHAT YOU TOUCH:

MATTE SURFACE

A matte celloglaze will 
have a soft feel and a flat 
appearance. The effect is 
much more subtle than 
gloss, but feels luxurious 
and velvety.

GLOSS
 SURFACE

A gloss cover 
will feel smooth 

and have a shiny 
appearance. This 

type of cover is 
ideal for bringing 

out the vibrancy of 
photographs.

Naturally, you want a 
yearbook to last the 
years - to make the 
book more durable, 
the cover is laminated 
during a celloglazing 
process. This coat gives 
a finishing touch to the 
cover and gives it an 
extra professional edge.

ALL ABOUT COVERS
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ALL ABOUT COVERS

SETTING 
THE TONE

WHAT YOU READ:

When you create your cover, it’s important to think about the visual theme for 
your book, and then let the cover do the speaking for the rest of the publication. It 
should give the reader a feeling of what the rest of the book is going to be like.

This book uses 
a palette of 
colours and 
motifs of circles, 
dots and lines 
to create a 
consistent 
theme.

Although the 
colours differ 
throughout, the 
style is kept with 
solid blocks of 
colour and use 
of the same font 
style.

Deuce Template Suite

Vista Template Suite

DESIGN
TEMPLATE

These layouts are a 
complete suite of 
matching templates 
available to use in Fusion!



12

ALL ABOUT COVERS

www.fusionyearbooks.com/au/guides

Deciding on a title 
for your book? 
Try the Guide to 
Yearbook Titles.

Create a slogan to 
inspire and add 
meaning to your 
yearbook.

Need a good font 
pairing for your 
yearbook cover? 
Try this guide!

Grab some design 
tips about layout, 
colours, shapes, 
fonts and more.

This ebook is part of our collection of resource guides crafted to give you the 
information you need to make your best yearbook yet. For information related 

to other aspects of cover-making, try these:

MORE
RESOURCES

www.fusionyearbooks.com/au/guides


Cover Styles
EXAMPLES 
AND TRENDS
What type of yearbook cover do you want to 
design? There are so many different visual 
styles out there, it’s hard to know where 
to start. Ahead we’ll share some common 
design themes to inspire you!
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ILLUSTRATION TYPOGRAPHY

ACADEMIC NOVELTY
PHOTO GRIDS 

& COLLAGE
MINIMALIST

RETRO & 
VINTAGE

MAGAZINE

GEOMETRIC POSED

CARTOON PATTERNGRAPHIC

ALL ABOUT
THE YEAR

FULL PAGE 
PHOTO

MIXED PHOTO
& GRAPHIC

What’s your style?
We’ve collected hundreds of our favourite yearbook covers and categorised them into the common 
visual styles that yearbook creators often choose to represent their publication. Some of these styles 
overlap, and ahead you can see what makes these styles what they are - and how to create a cover in 
this style yourself!

Page 15

Page 33
Page 35

Page 38
Page 41 Page 44

Page 49
Page 47

Page 52

Page 17
Page 19

Page 21 Page 24
Page 27

Page 29
Page 31

COVER STYLES
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Illustrate your Cover

CONSIDER WHERE 
THE PLACEMENT 
OF YOUR TITLE 
AND LOGO WILL 
BE

DRAW THINGS 
THAT HAVE 
MEANING TO 
YOUR SCHOOL OR 
COMMUNITY

ATTENTION TO 
DETAIL IS A PLUS!

PLAY WITH YOUR 
COLOUR SCHEMEThe wonderful part of having an illustrated 

yearbook cover is being able to showcase someone’s 
hard work as well as creating a stylised piece that’s 
unique to your publication.

COVER STYLES

ILLUSTRATION
YEARBOOK COVERS 
IN THIS STYLE...

ART SUPPLIES

A CAMERA OR SCANNER

REFERENCE PHOTOS

YOUR IMAGINATION!

Try these tools to create your cover:
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Use an illustration by one of your students to feature on the front of the book. This way you can give them 
a chance to showcase their creativity. It also adds a charming and handmade touch to the publication. 

COVER STYLES

Stuck on inspiration for an illustration? A great subject idea is 
the front facade of your school, a building that’s iconic to many 
students’ childhoods.

Try organising an art competition within your school to get entries 
for your potential cover design. Choose the winning artwork, 
congratulate the artist and publish it on the front of your yearbook!

ILLUSTRATION
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

CONTINUED 

A few examples from our schools:
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Design a Retro Cover

SOFT 
DESATURATED 
COLOURS

SHAPES AND 
EMBELLISHMENTS

VINTAGE FONTS

USE OFF-WHITE 
INSTEAD OF PURE 
WHITE

GRUNGY AND 
TIMEWORN 
TEXTURES

Researching which design you’d like in advance will 
help you pick up similar elements to compose your 
design. Here are some elements available to help 
you get the retro look.

RETRO & VINTAGE

COVER STYLES

YEARBOOK COVERS 
IN THIS STYLE...

Try these fonts and clipart available in Fusion:

 DESIGN
TEMPLATE

This layout is part of the 
Retro Suite in Fusion.
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RETRO & VINTAGE

The appeal with retro and vintage covers is the feeling of timelessness and nostalgia. Using motifs from a 
particular era will give your cover a retro look: whichever decade you choose. You can even put a twist on your 
design and combine older motifs with more modern graphic elements.

These schools used a template from the 
yearbook builder and customised it for quick 
and beautiful results:

YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

CONTINUED 

COVER STYLES

A few examples from our schools: Try using a design template:

Picturesque Cover
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Draw a Cartoon Cover

BRIGHT, 
SATURATED 
COLOURS

A GOOD SENSE 
OF HUMOUR AND 
FUN MAKES FOR A 
GREAT CARTOON 
COVER - DON’T BE 
AFRAID TO MAKE 
IT ‘WEIRD’!

THINK ABOUT 
HOW YOU’LL 
RENDER YOUR 
TITLE AND TEXT

Draw subjects that everyone can find humour in 
- do you have a school in-joke that’s been popular 
lately? Alternatively, you could illustrate your cover 
like the inside of a student’s journal.

CARTOON

COVER STYLES

YEARBOOK COVERS 
IN THIS STYLE...

ART SUPPLIES

A CAMERA OR SCANNER

REFERENCE PHOTOS

YOUR IMAGINATION!

Try these tools to create your cover:
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Using a cartoon drawing will add a bit of fun and humour to your cover. Some people like to illustrate the 
students, teachers, or render their own version of the school environment.

COVER STYLES

CARTOON
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

CONTINUED 

A few examples from our schools:
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Design a Full Page Photo Cover

USE SHAPES 
OR BORDERS 
TO FRAME OR 
EMPHASIZE TEXT

CONTRAST 
BETWEEN THE 
BACKGROUND 
AND TEXT

PLAY WITH PHOTO 
FILTERS DIRECTLY 
IN FUSION

A GOOD QUALITY, 
HIGH RESOLUTION 
IMAGE

Picking one image is tricky - select an image that shows 
the essence of your school publication.  Play with filters 
and shapes to improve the contrast between the text and 
the image. Alternatively, use a bold or decorative font.

Try these free shapes available in Fusion:

COVER STYLES

FULL PAGE PHOTO
YEARBOOK COVERS 
IN THIS STYLE...

 DESIGN
TEMPLATE

This layout is part of the 
Gossamer Suite in Fusion.
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CONTINUED 

Feature an image as the main focus of your cover - by stretching it to the full size of the page, you can create a 
stunning cover. Readers can easily look at it and see all the details - it also gives a great sense of atmosphere. 
This type of cover definitely stands out!

COVER STYLES

A few examples from our schools:

FULL PAGE PHOTO
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...
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COVER STYLES

CONTINUED 
FULL PAGE PHOTO
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

 

Here’s a few of the layouts we provide so 
you can create a cover with this look.

Evergreen Cover 50 Years Cover Brightest Hour 
Cover

DESIGN
TEMPLATE
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Design a Graphic Cover

LIMITED COLOUR 
PALETTE

USE A SIMPLE 
FONT TO 
COMPLEMENT 
THE GRAPHICS

COMPOSE 
GRAPHIC 
ELEMENTS 
TOGETHER

KEEP THE 
BACKGROUND 
SIMPLE OR PLAIN

Use simple and abstract shapes and compose them 
together. Try selecting similar looking elements for 
consistency. Here are some elements available to 
help you create the graphic look.

Try these free clipart and embellishments:

COVER STYLES

GRAPHIC
YEARBOOK COVERS 
IN THIS STYLE...

 DESIGN
TEMPLATE

This layout is part of the 
Mash Suite in Fusion.
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Different but similar to the illustration or cartoon styles, this employs the use of graphic elements to create a 
composition. Using digital manipulation and editing, you can take illustrations and combine them with photos, 
colours, and gradients to create special effects.

COVER STYLES

A few examples from our schools:

CONTINUED 
GRAPHIC
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...
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These schools used a template from the 
yearbook builder and customised it for 
quick and beautiful results:

Try using a design template:

COVER STYLES

CONTINUED 
GRAPHIC
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

Here’s a few of the layouts we provide so 
you can create a cover with this look.

Mash Cover Funkytown Cover Pop Art Cover

DESIGN
TEMPLATE

Novel Cover
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Design a Magazine-like Cover

BOLD TITLE, 
OFTEN THE 
NAME OF THE 
PUBLICATION

SIMPLE AND 
STRUCTURED 
LAYOUT

ONE MAIN IMAGE

The great thing with designing a cover in this 
style is that it doesn’t require fancy graphics or 
decoration. Choose a bold font to display your 
heading so it really stands out!

Try these free fonts available in Fusion:

COVER STYLES

MAGAZINE
YEARBOOK COVERS 
IN THIS STYLE...

 DESIGN
TEMPLATE

This layout is part of the 
Headliner Suite in Fusion.
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Take a bit of inspiration from your favourite magazine and design your cover like one - all it takes is the 
main image as the focal point, and your headlines arranged around your subject. The one main heading 
should not be missed!

COVER STYLES

A few examples from our schools:

CONTINUED 
MAGAZINE
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

These schools used a template from the 
yearbook builder and customised it for quick 
and beautiful results:

Try a design template:

Here’s a few of the layouts we provide so 
you can create a cover with this look.

Magazine Cover Auburn Cover Headliner Cover Neon Blast Cover

DESIGN
TEMPLATE

Novel Cover
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Design a Patterned or 
Textured Cover

MATCH COLOURS 
TO THE PATTERN

CHOOSE A 
TEXTURE OR A 
PATTERN AS THE 
BACKGROUND

USE A SHAPE 
TO SEPARATE 
THE TEXT 
FROM A BUSY 
BACKGROUND

To create a textured cover, you can either photograph 
your own texture, or use a texture from our image library. 
Patterned textures can be created using layered text, 
shapes or other elements!
Try these free backgrounds:

COVER STYLES

TEXTURES & PATTERNS
YEARBOOK COVERS 
IN THIS STYLE...

 DESIGN
TEMPLATE

This layout is part of the 
Bubbles Suite in Fusion.
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Sometimes a simple composition can be improved with just a little texture - try paper textures or even create 
your own patterns. You can also draw and paint your own textures, make your own using found objects like sticky 
notes, or repeat shapes and text.

A few examples from our schools:

CONTINUED 
TEXTURES & PATTERNS
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

COVER STYLES
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Design a Typographic Cover

COMBINING 
COLOURS OR 
DIFFERENT FONTS 
CAN HAVE AN 
INTERESTING 
EFFECT

ENSURE THERE’S 
GOOD CONTRAST 
BETWEEN 
BACKGROUND 
AND TEXT

MAKE SURE THE 
TEXT IS READABLE

Choose from a selection of hundreds of fonts 
to design your text and create a composition. 
If you don’t want to start your own typographic 
arrangement from scratch, try these text stickers:

Try these free text stickers:

COVER STYLES

TYPOGRAPHIC
YEARBOOK COVERS 
IN THIS STYLE...

 DESIGN
TEMPLATE

This layout is part of the 
Overlay Suite in Fusion.
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If you really want the words to speak, try a composition using the text as the main feature. 
Using a bit of colour, playing with fonts and scale can create an interesting dynamic.

These schools used a template from the 
system and customised it for quick and 
beautiful results:

Try a design template:

A few examples from our schools:

COVER STYLES

CONTINUED 
TYPOGRAPHIC
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

Jangle Cover
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Design an Academic Cover
FOCUS ON THE 
LOGO OR SCHOOL 
BRANDING

USE THE SCHOOL 
OR COMPANY 
COLOURS

LINES AND 
BORDERS EVOKE 
A CLASSY FEEL

Use badges, seals, lines or borders to give a look of 
tradition and prestige. Try a classic serif font paired 
with a clean sans-serif font, and don’t forget your 
school logo and colours.

Try free fonts and clipart:

COVER STYLES

ACADEMIC & ELEGANT
YEARBOOK COVERS 
IN THIS STYLE...

 DESIGN
TEMPLATE

This layout is part of the 
Legacy Suite in Fusion.
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With these covers, simple is best - focus on the logo or the main motif. The background image can be quite 
minimal, decorate it with simple motifs, and use school colours.

COVER STYLES

CONTINUED 
ACADEMIC & ELEGANT
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

Here’s a few of the layouts we provide so 
you can create a cover with this look.

Academia Cover Excellentia Cover Legacy Cover

DESIGN
TEMPLATE

A few examples from our schools:
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Design a Geometric Cover

LAYER AND 
ARRANGE 
GEOMETRIC 
SHAPES 
TOGETHER

PLAY WITH ANY 
NUMBER OF 
COLOURS

USE A MODERN 
FONT FOR THE 
TITLE THAT FITS 
THE MOOD

It’s fun creating a geometric cover because you 
get to play with your own arrangements of simple 
shapes to create an exciting piece! 

Free clipart and backgrounds:

COVER STYLES

GEOMETRIC
YEARBOOK COVERS 
IN THIS STYLE...

 DESIGN
TEMPLATE

This layout is part of the 
Deuce Suite in Fusion.
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These covers are made based on layering and combining shapes to add to the composition. Create a colourful and 
striking result using a mixture of solid colours. It’s very simple to create something like this in Fusion!

COVER STYLES

CONTINUED 
GEOMETRIC
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

A few examples from our schools:
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COVER STYLES

CONTINUED 
GEOMETRIC
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

Here’s a few of the layouts we provide so 
you can create a cover with this look.

Block Washes Cover Polygon Party 
Cover

Deuce Cover

DESIGN
TEMPLATE
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Design a Photo Collage Cover SIMILAR PHOTO 
COLOURS OR THE 
SAME PHOTO 
FILTER FOR 
CONSISTENCY

KEEP THE 
BACKGROUND 
SIMPLE OR A 
SOLID COLOUR

LEAVE SPACE 
FOR THE TITLE OR 
OTHER TEXT

It’s very easy to create a photo collage or grid cover 
design. For photo collages, select photo frames and 
arrange them to your liking. For photo grids, simply 
select from the Grids tab and apply to your page.

Free polaroids, photo frames and grids:

COVER STYLES

PHOTO COLLAGE & GRIDS
YEARBOOK COVERS 
IN THIS STYLE...

 DESIGN
TEMPLATE

This layout is part of the 
Polaroid Suite in Fusion.



39

Do you have a lot of images you’d like to use on your cover? Try scattering the images in collages, or lay 
them out in colourful grids. With multiple photographs, you can reveal snapshots of the year just starting 
with the cover!

COVER STYLES

CONTINUED 
PHOTO COLLAGE & GRIDS
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

A few examples from our schools:
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These schools used a template from the 
yearbook builder and customised it for quick 
and beautiful results:

Try a design template:

COVER STYLES

CONTINUED 
PHOTO COLLAGE & GRIDS
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

Here’s a few of the layouts we provide so 
you can create a cover with this look.

A  Y E A R  O F  M E M O R I E SSCHOOL LOGO

Memoirs Cover

Polaroid Cover

Thin Lines Cover

Circles Cover

DESIGN
TEMPLATE

Blocks Cover



41

CUT OUT YOUR 
PHOTOS OR 
PLACE THEM IN 
FRAMES

USE GRAPHICS TO 
CREATE A SCENE 
OR COMPOSITION

ITS EVEN BETTER 
IF YOUR IMAGES 
INTERACT WITH 
YOUR TEXT!

Combine aspects of a graphic cover with 
photographs to get the best of both worlds! You will 
need to cut out the photos and make sure they are 
in transparent .PNGs for them to work properly.

Free photo frames and clipart:

COVER STYLES

PHOTO & GRAPHIC COMBO
YEARBOOK COVERS 
IN THIS STYLE...

Design a graphic cover

 DESIGN
TEMPLATE

This layout is part of the 
Playland Suite in Fusion.
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Combine the best of both worlds by using both photos and graphics - this can result in a beautiful and 
colourful result. Many of these examples feature group photos combined with graphics, so the cover has 
lots of detail to peruse.

COVER STYLES

CONTINUED 
PHOTO & GRAPHIC
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

A few examples from our schools:
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COVER STYLES

CONTINUED 
PHOTO & GRAPHIC
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

Here’s a few of the layouts we provide so 
you can create a cover with this look.

Action Cover Chevron Cover Playland Cover

DESIGN
TEMPLATE
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Design a cover about the year

USE THE YEAR 
NUMERALS AS 
THE MAIN MOTIF

A PHOTO 
BACKGROUND 
CAN ALSO WORK: 
JUST ENSURE 
THERE’S ENOUGH 
CONTRAST 
BETWEEN 
TEXT AND 
BACKGROUND

You can choose a bold or decorative font to catch 
attention. Alternatively emphasize the numbers 
using a shape, size, or colour. We also offer these 
handwritten stickers for a more casual look!

Free fonts and elements:

COVER STYLES

ALL ABOUT THE YEAR
YEARBOOK COVERS 
IN THIS STYLE...

 DESIGN
TEMPLATE

This layout is part of the 
Joy Suite in Fusion.
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Naturally, since this publication will be a yearbook, what else would be more fitting than to make the cover about 
the year itself? The possibilities are endless here - customise the colours, shapes, size and style of your font, or 
even make the numbers the photo frames themselves!

CONTINUED 
ALL ABOUT THE YEAR
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

COVER STYLES

A few examples from our schools:
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These schools used a template from the 
yearbook builder and customised it for quick 
and beautiful results:

Try a design template:

CONTINUED 
ALL ABOUT THE YEAR
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

COVER STYLES

Here’s a few of the layouts we provide so 
you can create a cover with this look.

Joy Cover

Numbers Cover

Corners Cover Youth Cover

Sunrise Cover Liner Cover

DESIGN
TEMPLATE

Letters Cover

Crosshatch Cover
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Design a Minimalist Cover SIMPLE SHAPES 
AND CLEAN LINES

LIMITED OR 
SINGLE COLOUR 
PALETTE

STRUCTURED 
LAYOUT WITH 
LOTS OF NEGATIVE 
SPACE

With a minimalist cover, you only need a simple 
composition for it to be effective. Ensure there is alot of 
negative space to rest the eyes on. Choose a simple font - 
often a clean sans-serif font works best. 

Free fonts, shapes and lines:

COVER STYLES

MINIMALIST
YEARBOOK COVERS 
IN THIS STYLE...

 DESIGN
TEMPLATE

This layout is part of the 
Mode Suite in Fusion.
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Sometimes simple is best! By focusing on using less motifs and leaving plenty of negative space in the 
composition, you can create a cover that stands out as well as looks clean and neat. Use a limited colour palette 
to really tie the elements on your page together.

COVER STYLES

CONTINUED 
MINIMALIST
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

Here’s a few of the layouts we provide so 
you can create a cover with this look.

Cell Cover Mode Cover Modern Cover

DESIGN
TEMPLATE

A few examples from our schools:
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Design a Posed Photo Cover

FOCUS ON THE 
PEOPLE AND THE 
POSES

A PLAIN 
BACKGROUND 
WILL DO THE 
TRICK

MAKE SURE YOUR 
TEXT IS READABLE

Take your own photos and cut them out or cleverly 
manipulate them for a specific effect! Don’t forget 
to save the files as .PNGs with transparency so they 
don’t have a background.

 Each person can hold a giant letter or number 
to spell out a word or phrase. 

 One person or multiple people can hold up a 
sign with a specific phrase or title.

 People can spell out letters by posing their 
bodies, or by arranging themselves together.

 One person or multiple people can hold up a 
sign with a specific image or photo.

 People can create patterns using different 
parts of their bodies together (eg: hands)

Try these:

COVER STYLES

POSED PHOTOGRAPH
YEARBOOK COVERS 
IN THIS STYLE...

 DESIGN
TEMPLATE

This layout is part of the 
Escalier Suite in Fusion.
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This is a different way of composition altogether - create shapes with your bodies or pose in an unusual and 
unique way. You may want to employ props such as giant letters or signs to get your message across. Not only is 
this a novel way to make an image, it’s also fun!

COVER STYLES

CONTINUED 
POSED PHOTO
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

A few examples from our schools:
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COVER STYLES

CONTINUED 
POSED PHOTO
YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

Here’s a few of the layouts we provide so 
you can create a cover with this look.

Escalier Cover

Action Cover

Penned Cover Tada Cover

Headliner Cover Playland Cover

DESIGN
TEMPLATE
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Unfortunately, there is no clear cut guide to 
creating a novelty cover - it’s up to you and your 
imagination! The possibilities are endless. Don’t 
forget to have fun with your design!

Design a Novelty Cover

BE CREATIVE AND 
FOLLOW YOUR 
IMAGINATION!

Try these:

NOVELTY
YEARBOOK COVERS 
IN THIS STYLE...

COVER STYLES

 Try creating a parody of your favourite film 
poster, book cover, or magazine. Even parody 
your favourite board game or video game. 

 Try photo manipulation: imagine a scene that’s 
out of the ordinary. For example: imagine your 
school on Jupiter, or the students being chased 
by a giant T-rex! 

 Use images or motifs that are shared 
references to the school community - if you have 
a shared joke about the Principal’s likeness to 
a koala bear, use it  - with their permission of 
course.
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YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

The exciting thing about making 
a yearbook is having the ability to 
customise it and make it fun for 
everyone involved. Whether it’s silly 
or inventive, fantastical or artistic, 
you can make the book a piece 
your school will treasure. Think 
about common jokes, stories and 
memories to really make it special!

CONTINUED 
NOVELTY

COVER STYLES

Have fun with 
your cover!

A few examples from our schools:
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With the evolution of technology over 
the previous years and their constant 
involvement in our everyday lives, it 
was only a matter of time before a 
technology-themed cover had 
to be done. It’s a 
playful twist of 
the idea on how 
our memories 
are recorded, and 
a tribute to our 
times.

COVER STYLES

YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

CONTINUED 
NOVELTY

Design a technology 
themed cover

A few examples from our schools:
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If your school has uniforms, it’s 
the one thing you see constantly 
every day. The iconic colours of your 
cohort’s clothing has surely burned an 
after-image in your mind - the sense 
of nostalgia that’s perfect to capture 
on a yearbook cover.

COVER STYLES

YEARBOOK COVERS IN THIS STYLE...

CONTINUED 
NOVELTY

Design a uniform 
themed cover

A few examples from our schools:



Design your cover
IN 6 EASY STEPS
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1 Open your cover

STEP-BY-STEP

Click on the 
pencil button to 
open the cover 
page editor.
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2 Select 
your 
layout

STEP-BY-STEP

Browse through a selection of styles to find 
the look that suits your school’s yearbook, 
or alternatively make your own using text 
and photo frames.
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Upload a single or multiple 
images, drag them onto 
your page or arrange them 
as you want.

3 Replace 
images 
with your 
own

STEP-BY-STEP
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STEP-BY-STEP

Add your title, slogan, year and whatever you 
wish. Choose from over 150 fonts, and write the 
words that will encourage people to read on!

Add your 
title & 
format 
your text

4
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STEP-BY-STEP

Don’t forget the spine text! This will help 
you find your book when it’s on a shelf. The 
direction of the spine will depend on your 
region’s standard - so check books around 
you for reference.

Edit your
spine text

5
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Change the colours and sizes 
of your elements, use photo 
filters to give it the final touch 
that will make your cover a 
one-of-a-kind.

6
Customise

STEP-BY-STEP



63

WHAT IF YOU TRIED IT TODAY?

Trial the application and see how easy it is to make 
your cover look beautiful and appealing in a few 

simple steps!

www.fusionyearbooks.com/au

Login or Sign up for Free

http://www.fusionyearbooks.com/au
https://app-au.fusionyearbooks.com/register.html?utm_source=yearbook-covers&utm_medium=ebook&utm_campaign=guides
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www.fusionyearbooks.com/au/guides

This guide is part of our brand new 
collection including:

 • The Guide to Yearbook Slogans
 • The Guide to Yearbook Fonts

 • The Guide to Yearbook Design
and many more!

Download them for free:

http://www.fusionyearbooks.com/au/guides

